
[image: image1.jpg]2012

June 17-23,2012

Fire FighterFire Officer
&Command Preparedness

QouvNEILy,

7, 5
www.safetyandhealthweek.org <%
e sare

Heatry weeh

s
G




Talking Points

Below are some points you may want to emphasize when talking to the media, public, and your department members about International Fire/EMS Safety and Health Week. Customize these talking points to include your department’s safety and health initiatives.

· 87 firefighters died in the line of duty in 2010. Heart attacks accounted for 50 of these deaths, fireground operations accounted for 22 deaths, and vehicle crashes resulted in 11 deaths. 
· Around 81,000 firefighter injuries occur every year in the U.S. Almost half occur during fireground operations.
· Community members depend on their local fire/EMS department to respond to emergencies and disasters of all kinds. It is critical for first responders to focus on safety, health, and survival so they can be ready when the call comes in.

· International Fire/EMS Safety and Health Week will be held June 17-23. Fire departments are encouraged to suspend all non-emergency activity during the week to focus on safety and health training and education. The event is sponsored by the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) and the National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC) and supported by numerous fire, safety, and health organizations.

· This year’s theme – “Rules You Can Live By” – captures the importance of responders taking care of themselves both on and off the emergency incident scene. Departments can utilize the resources from the IAFC Safety, Health and Survival Section’s Rules of Engagement and the NVFC’s Heart-Healthy Firefighter Program.
· Firefighter safety must always be a priority. Over the past three decades, the fire service has applied new technology, better protective clothing and equipment, implemented modern standard operating procedures, and improved training. However, with an annual average of 100 firefighter fatalities during the first decade of the new millennia, the question remains: we have technology and training improvements; now is there more that we can do to improve the safety culture of the fire/EMS service? The IAFC Safety, Health and Survival Section believes that the Rules of Engagement will in fact change the culture and safety behaviors.

· Heart attack is consistently the number one cause of line-of-duty death among firefighters. The physical stress put upon firefighters is enormous. The NVFC launched the Heart-Healthy Firefighter Program in 2003 as a heart attack prevention program to promote fitness, nutrition, and health awareness within America’s fire and emergency services.
· The <FIRE DEPARTMENT NAME>’s Safety and Health Week activities include <DESCRIBE PLANS>.

· <FIRE DEPARTMENT NAME> answers <NUMBER> calls each year, protecting a population of <NUMBER>. These calls are answered by <NUMBER> firefighters and emergency services personnel, who respond to all types of disasters and emergencies.
· It is vitally important that every one of our first responders is strong, healthy, and ready to respond to the community’s needs. Learn more about International Fire/EMS Safety and Health Week at www.safetyandhealthweek.org.  

